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The new Ankeny interchange is open for drivers at
Northeast 36th Street. / Mary Chind/The Register

thollars planned through 2035.

Bng-range plans call for $5 billion in new
'cr;crni?ds and improvements through 2035,
icovering 436 miles, the Des Moines
iMetropolitan Planning Organization reported
:P(‘Jébently in its Tomorrow Plan.

10 Highest Paid State
Employees

On the street

jttuéll feeds into talk of an economic
gevelopment boom that leaders hope will
:fﬁ?ture a high-tech business corridor running
{through central lowa and including Ames
and Des Moines, part of the Capital

‘P,'i;ossroads area planning effort.
Wit

T‘Eﬁpe value of all those projects collectively
iegn not be overstated,” said Gene Meyer,
fétmer West Des Moines mayor and current
fgxftesident of the chamber group Greater Des
dMopines Partnership. “They are absolutely
ﬁ%ramount and critical to expansion in Des
Moines and the rest of central lowa. The
ihing we need to be proud of is this has
g%jlsulted from a great deal of excellent
planning.”

to

iAmong the highlights:

Higl

SDART unveiled its $22 million Central
Station, an environmentally friendly and
tlimate-controlled terminal feeding riders
iBtito revamped bus routes. Now in their first
Eﬁﬁ week of operation, the new routes make
Tteasier for riders to get to the area’s
ﬁ’gvgional shopping malls, boost service in
low-income areas, and make it possible to
iget to many places without first passing
fiffough downtown. There is talk of train-like
'rt:%oid bus service — in which buses would
make fewer stops and have limited control
\fsigler traffic signals — and shuttles, van pools
Oy train service between Ames and Des

Moines.

the

I'::l:he Des Moines airport’s terminal overhaul,
which took three years, is intended to bide
time until a new terminal is built. That could
%:rbme within a decade, said airport executive

director Don Smithey. Southwest Airlines’
mutival fed an already strong surge in
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Walssengers, up 8.4 percent this year through
the end of October. The airport stands to top
Aamillion boardings this year for the first time.
ﬁ&rking facilities are expanding, too.

Se@ new Interstate Highway 35 interchange at
#nkeny opened last week, and a Martin
T¥ther King Parkway extension to U.S.

Int

FI?iijghway 65, called the Southeast
@onnector, is planned and under

iB6nstruction.
nea

ed'\ll'he lowa Department of Transportation is
gxpanding 1-35 to six lanes from Interstate
iiq"bhway 80 south to the lowa Highway 5
|g\erea in West Des Moaines, for $100 million.

comr
in Long-range proposals call for a beltway

4¥ound the entire metro area, with new loops
in the southwest, northwest and northeast
sections of the metro area, tying into the
'S. Highway 65-lowa Highway 5 beltway
%Onrd lowa Highway 141. One possible route
would run from 1-80 near Adventureland
L|7\‘brth to the Elkhart and Ankeny areas,
Igcross U.S. Highway 69 to the Mile Long
Bridge, where it could meet up with a
tIlg‘ieroposed western beltway.

g‘e)%uburban leaders plan by 2014 to open an
¥e80 interchange at Alice’s Road in Waukee,
Aajor north-south route that connects the
iséuecavily traveled and developed Hickman
fRead and University Avenue. The 1,700
@cres along the route would be a mix of
etﬁéfsidential, office, retail and open space and
would create 20,000 to 25,000 jobs and
T‘?,?OO homes, according to a planning report.

j@leyer noted that Ankeny has gained
paterstate Highway 35 interchanges at
€orporate Woods Drive and 36th Street in
\%ggent years, and West Des Moines’ I-35 exit
@ttMills Civic Parkway feeds into the
BBoming Jordan Creek Mall and West Glen

commercial areas.
RELATED LINKS

Central lowa transportation project list “These are big, big deals,” Meyer said.
“People often see them in isolation, but they
really add up. We often brag about our
commute times and how easy it is to get

around the area.”
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Smithey, the airport director, has seen the importance of a strong
airport in luring business before. When he ran the Omaha airport
before moving to West Des Moines, he used the ease of getting
flights to help lure Google’s server farms to Council Bluffs and
PayPal’'s operations center to Omaha.

“Air transportation is critical to economic development,” Smithey
said. “You have to be able to get people in and out of town. You
can Skype for only so long, then you need to get in front of people.”

The construction projects and mass transit improvements are
important to the mix of ways to get around, said DART board
chairwoman Angela Connolly, even though the Census Bureau’s
American Community Survey found that 81.5 percent of residents
in Polk, Dallas and Warren counties typically traveled alone by
personal vehicle. The average trip took 25 minutes and covered 15
miles.

Just 5 percent of local families don’t own an automobile, so it's no
surprise that just 10 percent joined carpools and 1.5 percent rode
the bus, according to the Census. More Des Moines-area residents
walked to work than rode public transit. Another 3.9 percent worked
at home.

DART General Manager Elizabeth Presultti said the new routes
should continue to encourage a trend toward higher bus ridership
fueled recently by high gas prices and a dicey economy. She added
that expanding the regional offerings, including van pools, will help
Des Moines avoid the gridlock of Atlanta, Los Angeles and other
major markets.

And, it's good for business.

“Young professionals told us they want mountains and oceans and
transit,” and the first two attractions on that list are out of the
question without some unexpected help from Mother Nature,
Presutti said. “You have to think about the choices. There is no
doubt a place for roads, but we need to do it responsibly and in
conjunction with other modes.”

“Other modes” includes bikes, buses, van pools and walking.

Connolly, the DART board chairwoman and also a Polk County
supervisor, agreed a combination of road projects and mass transit
are needed. “Both through Capital Crossroads and the Tomorrow
Plan, we recognize the regional plan for more investment,
particularly in mass transit. You can’t continue to build these
interchanges and roads because they are expensive and not
everyone is going to drive alone. We do need investments in mass
transit.”

¥ View Comments | Share your thoughts »
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